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1. con. xv." 55: „ 56 57. 


© Death, "ales it 0 py , O'Grav, e ts, thy 


. victory? - The Aing of death it ſin, and the frrength | 


Wo” fin is the Jaw ; but. thanks be to God, who 8 
ws = Us The viltery, N ous Lord od 61 Chr; 105 


\E al ks attainments in the. Chriſtian . 
perhaps there is none more conducive to 


the ſerenity of our minds, or more honourable ta 
that holy religion we profeſs, than a ſuperiority to 
the fears of death. Such a ſuepriority, upon a 


: foundation, [ſtamps upon the : Chriſtian 
uch a greatneſs, ſuch a dignity, ſuch an elevation 
of character, as conſtrains even the wicked man 


do cry out, O let me die the death of the 


* righteous, and ler my laſt end be like his.” 
Death, and the important conſequences or 


Fug are very awful ſubjects indeed. They are 


concerns in which we are all deeply „ 


and they deſerve our moſt ſerious conſideration. 


Hf 


God in his providence is often calling upon us 


to meditate upon our latter end; but he is now 
Calling us to it, by a voice ſo awful, and a diſ- 
penſation ſo affecting, as are enough to ſtrike the 


moſt inattentive. From a providence like this, 
and from the. ſubject which is now before us, the 


f molt thoughtleſs W find a Powerful motive to 


4 


5 ON an pt 5 : conbaey 


Ender is 3 238 to 1 to . divine b 
5 merey in Jeſus Chriſt for ſafety: from the ſame 
\ ſource, the real Chriſtian will ſee the reaſon he 
bas for praiſe and thankſgiving ; that he is, by 
. the goſpel, delivered from an enemy ſo formida- 
dle as death; and that he can ſay with our Apoſ- 
„ Death, where is thy ſting ?” _ 
„„ 0p verſes immediately preceding the text, NESS 
the Apoſtle had been ſpeaking of the reſurrection 5 

of the juſt at the laſt trump; © for the trumpet 
de ſhall ſound, and the dead mall be raiſed incor- | 
5 - ruptible; for this corruptible muſt put on in- 
33 os ha, ae. and this mortal muſt put on im- 
4 mortality. Sowhen this corruptible ſhall have put 
on incorruption, and « mortal ſhall have 
& put on immortality, then ſhall be brought to 
Wl . < paſs the ſaying that is written“, Death is is fwal- 
L loubed up in vickory. .. Having then this glo- 
.. Tious proſpect: before him, when we ſhall be raiſed 
incorruptible, and immortal, he breaks out into 
that noble exultation, contained i in our text, © Q' 
N Death, Where is thy ſting? O Grave, where is 
thy victory? "The" ſting of death is fin, and tze 
ſtrength of ſin is the law ; but thanks be to God, 
Who * hy che vietory, Ae Artois Lord Jeſus 8 
. Chri — 3$5.2 = 
FPuoou will; therefore, evidently fee, tas! theſe 
words have a more immediate reſpect to that con- 
queſt over death, which the Chriſtian ſhall obtain 
in the morning of the reſurtection; which will be. 
a full, a complete, and an everlaſting conqueſt. 
3 However, as there are ſeveral inſtances, 'in the 
experience of good men, in which the believer - 
bein a e Ba over death, 1 brag wa 5 


. „„ 


* 


"4 


1 71 


- halve to aplider: the words in ie ct lati- 
_ rude, as comprehending every kind of victory >. 
over death. That we may have a complete view 

of the ſubject, it will be neceſſary, that, in the 
Firſt place, we direct our attention to the deſ- | 
15 eription the Apoſtle gives us of death, as armed 

with his fatal ſting, and that ſting ſtrengthened 

by the law. The fling of death is ſin, and the 
1 frrengt h of fin is the law.” We ſhall then, in the 
"Scone place, contemplate the deliverance the 
Chriſtian: obtains from ſuch a formidable enemy. 
C God n him the victory through our Lord Jt _ 5 
1 5 Chrift 5. After this, in te 
Llx0ã Qt place, the bold and animated perfonifies 
tion of the Apoſtle, will claim ourattenti on. CR 

Death, 20 is thy ing e 0 Genes _— is wy 

| „ n 
1 We are in he firſt 1 to e 2 view: of 
: Death i in his moſt horrible: form, as armed with 
his fatal ſting. © The ſting of deathis fin, and the 


| Arength of fin is the law:” And may we all be ſo 


deeply affected, with this awful appearance of 
death, that we may find our hearts glowing en 
9 5 gratitude, for deliverance from ſuch a ſoe! 
I. Sin may be called the ſting of death, a8 0 8 
was the cauſe of its firſt meroduddion into the | 
world. TAR, SY, 
Tou Loew! LARS the 3 otatles, a li 
15 God placed Adam in paradiſe, he gave him un- 
bounded liberty to eat of all the productions of the 
garden, with only one exception, as a teſtimony 
: of his obedience to his great framer, and moſt li- 
beral benefactor; viz. That he ſhould not eat of 
the tree of knowledge of good and evil, for in 
the day that he ſnould eat ae be ſhould furely 
Ge 1 *. that is, in 8 thou 2 die, as the words 
4 „ | 


5 * 
* E L [ "= + 
. 1 
i 51 8 F ; N 
* 9 * - 5 — 
: ; 3 | 


5 literally, 8 nnn your bibles - 
reads it, Gen. ii. 17. By which threatening we 


re co underſtand, that man ſhould become 5 
ih mortal. from that tithe and that at laſt he n 8 


undergo the ſtroke of death“. 


„ Had there been no fin, you. plainly fe "A 
3 = would have been no death. It i is fin which 


1 65 gives death i its commiſſion to deſtroy. This is the 

ſting of death ; and in conſequence of this firſt 
ſin, 0 bath reigned from Adam to Moſes, and 
frag Moſes to our times; even over thoſe who 
have not ſinned after the ſimilitude of Adams 


trangreſſion, that is, over infants. And this great 
tmrant will ſoon. aſſume his power, and reign over 
-  * every one of us. Since the world was formed, 
there have never been hut two inſtances of any of 
the human race exempted from the ſtroke of 
death ; and theſe were, Enoch and Elias. With 


theſe two exceptions, we find that death levels 


all diſtinctions 3 the old and the young, the rich 
{5 and the poor, the maſter. and the ſervant, the 


Prince and the beggar-;'all muſt obey his voice, 
for chere is no diſcharge in this war. This uni- 


verſal diſpoiler enters into our houſes, ſmites our 
tendereſt comſorts, and tears from us thoſe whom 
love and affection had long made one; ſo that we 


have often reaſon to ſay with the pfalmiſt, 


_ «© Loyer and friend haſt thou put from. me, aud 
mine acquaintance into en . 
2. Sin may be called the ſting of dich; as. it 


makes death the great object of dread and horror. 
I believe there are few people, but, lat o one time 
er other of. their TON Have 0 4 nnd: Tear. of 


23 1 £ { 5 0 


* ern rata, Hen y 
ei. 1 8 1 at; PC. 
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viii. 18. 
f death, 


"ov 


andthe commentatrs i roch. | 


9 85 It o9 YI; 
death, an tlie 8 it. He 


either be an eminently pious, or a very ignorant 2 5 


man, who can look: upon it without diſmaꝝ :; ſuch 


iguorance and Anne in the land of knowledge; 
is only che pr elude to eternal night. To tealize in 


his mind all the ſolemnities of chis diſſolution, 


has given pain to many a one in the, ſeaſon of 


heath and: ſtrength. And if this, is the! ae 9 


| him) who is cat eaſe in ee 175 
ealure here, 3 


*© contiting on long years of Þ 
muſt ir be in 4 ſeaſon of ſickneſs, hen the © eur 
tains of eternity are opening upon him, and death 
with haſty ſtrides is making faſt approaches? No 
tongue can deſcribe, no ĩmagination gan con- 
ceive;: no fancy can paint, the hor ors;ofia, guilty 


ſell · condemned ſinner, at ſuch a time as this 3 
whe ng a poor forlorn ghoſt, he is juſt about to 


eiter her dear abodes of endleſs; unutterable 
woe. . 04m e 


121805 Sinemay bebe g ſting ol death, as it 


is ſtrengthened by the law. {1 6 nan are dl 


The holy law of God has denounced a curſe 
all choſe, that continue not in all things 92 5 


ate written in the ſacred book, to do them?. 
paſſes a ſentence of condemnation, upon 4 
ſoul of man, that doth evil; even indignation and 


— 


„ 


wrath, tribulation and anguiſh f. The conſciouſ- 


neſs of this law, written in his heart; makes the 


Por Indian try to appeaſe his falſe deities, by ſa- 


crifices that are ſhocking to humanity. The con- 


ſeiouſneſs of · this law, and of the breaches of this | 


Jaw,” has given riſe to innumerable ſuperſtitions, 
among ARTISAN: qr len beiag broken, roars 


N n fe. 135 nn 8, 9 


out 


in moſt of the religions. which have obtained | 


—— vt xn Babes. —ͤ— 


— 


pan 


1 an Scr tertor to the poor ſeondedines 
"Diner, Like the blood of: Abel;'ivcoallgaloud ro = 
1 Heaven for Vengeance opon thoſe wo have 
Broken ei: Conſider; if tte ſunctions, by which 
uma wie are enkoreech bring down deferved 
_ 77 pon the heads of notorious! offen: 
Aue Bo terrible muſt the fanctions of f the 
Sivine lac be, and how complicated its wen- 
a Sesnce upon thoſe, 'who have not bnhy violated it 
| ', in One, ra few, hut in innum rable inſtances! 


8 For & 20 ch anderftand his enrors& A 5d A Ion - 
pe functions of this Aaw>then, the terrors 
bp thatvesgeance, to whichcirs! breaches)expoſe; = 
e anchthe aggravations hy which our fins have been 
Altktencec, in being committed againſtꝭ great light, | 
_  _ ugafaſÞ® conſdience,Vagaiaſt mercies /eoptinvally 
frepeated; alk cheſe eircurmſtances oftrengrhen, 
© Hafpet,/utid empoiſory the ſting of death?! © the 
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 *ferength of in is the law." ee 
Os Having thes viewed death in a } his" drrors, ; 
let us next, in the wr «WE! 993 6 þ 25 Ts 147 7 EY, 5 


Id Place, "contemplate: the Seltenes Tthe 
Christian obtains from ſuch a formidable enemy. 
| 3 It God" Feth 11 the- wie, e ver Lord 0 a 
EE. 0-14 HE] onde the plain, Smple denfSofiche 
Goſpel, that Chriſt died as a ſubſtitute for ſinners3 
That is, im their room, and ſtead. He bas himſelf 
told us chat ne came 10 give hir life 4 ranſom for 
many. And as we were under the curſe of a 
HDDrtoken law, as hath been repreſented, he has re- 
1 deemed us from the curſe of the law, being made 
2 cue for us f. He died the juſt for the unjuſ l. 
Though! We ere under a ſentence of condemna- 


Cb ͤ . ET NR IH PTE EE ret 265 4h u 
. — ” y 5 2 


as. 4 AS. — ER TIER eee 
* * % 
* 


2 Pf. xix. 12. et x. 28. Mark EPA our itle 13. 
. 5 ee 10-6, 


t * 1 e 
don, yet that tiene hs u „ln off; n e 
„ expreſsly told, that there is now no condemna- 
tion to them that are in Chriſt Jeſus, who walk not 
- "after the fleſh, but after the ſpirict. With the New 
Teſtament, therefore, in my bande, 1 do not 
helitate t te declare, that no other way 906 ſalvation 
ſeems ſo greeible to che honor of ths diyine per- 
if fections .of holineſs, juſtice and truth: ho other 
_ way ſeems fo much to/exalt the love of God, and 
1 grace, of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in the great 
work of redemption ; and no other way is fo ſafe 
and comfortable to the ſinger, as this method at 
falvation by the Bere facrifice'of the rent 
Redeemer, „ a 11 1 "+5 8 28 
Our bleſſed Lord, derer Wiing diſcharged 
the debt which we had contracted 3 having ſatis- 
fied the demands of law and juſtice which lay upon 
us; in one word, having made atonement, and 
become a propitiation for our ſins, he hath moſt 
effectually taken away the ſting, the bitterneſs of 
death, from all thoſe who believe in him; and fly 
for refuge to this only hope fer before them. 
His father, having accepted. this ſacrifice, and 
by innumerable teſtimonies, thewn. His fulleſt 
approbation of it, he is fait Hol, and jus to for- 
3 ve + thoſe, who, by faith, plead * virtue of 
| that atonement, | which was wide for them. The 
law, therefore, being honoured, juſtice being 
ſatisfied, fin is in confequence forgiven. The 
only things which made death to be the king of 
terrors are taken away; ſo that it may with great 
truth be ſaid, that $ God giveth us the victory through 
cur. Lord Ye 92 Cbriſi We may therefore adopt the 
animated language of our Apoſtle, in another 
| Place, and tay, Who Mall lay any thing t to the 
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| ä of . clect ? It is God chat juſtiſtech 
WMho is he that condemneth ? It is Chriſt, that 
died, yes rather that is riſen again, . is even 
at the right yang of Mt n s aketh,inter- 
| _= 4 „ t 


| dhe . 45 death, we an men 
., He doth ſo, in giving * * 2 afe pate | 
aravgh, dean. 127 : 
OD 3.to-the weak, 
as well ag to:abe ſtrong ; to 1 egen ie en 17 
—_— as to the young men an rin in Chriit I 
This laſt enemy 1s not able, he has it not in hi 
power, i hurt one of the followers of the "em 
All the people. of God do not. indeed, die in the 
comforts of the Goſpel. „The natural ſun often 


take his leave of this world in a ſtate of, doubt 
N and uncertainty; but hen the ſoul gets above the 
ou aff fublunary ſtate, ee it heholds one 

| rights» Mes: day; darkneſs, and doubts, guilc 
and Ho-are for gver gone... This God is. For God, 
_ Chriſtian, for ever, and ever. ; * and he _ e "or 
7 guide even, unte deathrts and bey ondijt. | 
Thus God leads his zpeople and guid es them 
 Yafely through. death,. ....Ihey.may. not 5 leed at 
all times have the comfortable ſenfe and experience 
-of this aA as che little ĩbfant that is protected 
in the boſom of its tender mother, is inſenüble 

2 ——— af the protection i it receives, or. of the ſoft 
arms that enfold. it ; in like manner the Chriſtiao, | 
. however weak, however featſul, Nes at "On ti Neb : 
wee deres him rr laing arme. e 1s 


2 Bag VII Fr? 


i; ft of 
. Rom. viii. 33, 34. + PE. . 14. I Dea! XxXili. T3 
py Ph 1 60 it mio? 800 ; | 47 Kg 1051 . Z 2, God 


” 


ſets in a cloud; and we ſometimes ſee a good mann 


t 


as . gives his people the wiktory," in  Copports ; 
25 ing them above the fears of death. e 
We have many inſtances of this i in chriſtian ex- 
perience, which qught. to be ſpoken of, to the 
honor and glory of divine grace. There have 
been many, who have often trembled to think 
how it would be with them in the laſt, trying 
ſeaſon; perſons of tender ſpirits, - of great natural 
timidity, ſome weak in -age, and many of the 
AJofter ſex; who, when they have had the near 
views of death; then found to their unutterable joy, 
{all their terrors,, -all; their apprehenſions vaniſhin 
as a dream His ſpear, and his dart, his ſting 
and his venom they law taken away; they then 15 
viewed death as one of the ble//ings: contained in 
the .eycriaikuig; covenant, which taith'1*:death is 
your i, for ye ate Chriſt's, and Chriſt:zs2God's. 
In ſuch a ſituation, they have been a wonder to 
themlelves, and have ſaid, . Ils this that fſormi- 
4 dable enemy, that I uſed 4 much to dread?ꝰ? 
z Is this that monſter, chrough fear of hom 1 
El have been all my life time ſũbject to bondage? 
0 bleſſed be God, that his terror doth not no 
0 make me afraid. No: though I walk through 
# the valley of the ſhadow. of death, I will fear 
© no. eyil,. for thou art with Es, thy: rod, and 
* thy ſtaff] they comfort mf... 
God ae his people the e, in ech 
yerting death from an enemy to a friend) ). 
Mut not he; be accounted: a friend, think ye, 
1 comes into the dungeon of the poor captive, 
-knocks off his fetters, and ſets him at liberty: 
Muſt not he be eſteemed a friend; who brings 


ohe our of a ſtare. of darkneſs, into light; from . 
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; x no; 2 n * ig ſection 
complete holineſs ? and muſt not death be vie ue - 
in ſuch a: light, when he dries up all our tears, 
When he heals all our anguiſh, wheiv/ he een e 5 
al period to every ſource of diftrefs, and 5 
tte door, which introduces into the preſence of 
that God, where there is fulneſs of joy, and to his 
rigbt hand, where nee en Pleaſure r 
enermare r. Ea O01 ABS OSTHIL { 4 ici 
4. God, will give Sis people chi complete vie- 
; bim the morning of the refurrection; when he 
Will raiſe them up from the power of death, a} ; 
Wande idſelf ſhall he entirely deſtroyed. | 
The Chriſtian: then, ariſing from the bed af 
death, and beholding the tyrant vanquiſhed,” and 
Hain, will be in a” ſituation fimilar to that of 
NMoſes and the Iſraelites, who, upon their paſſing 


He + [fafely. through the Red Sea, ſtood upon the ſhore, 


FFF eee er 


oy lr . - SFLLS* 74 WC Wc. Ap ors Bu ES 12-44 


0 — * = ——— 
| TCR EE eee ˙ é — — 
1 
2 . 


7 
1 


— 


— 


and looking back, ſaw, with unutterable grati- 
tude, all their enemies deſtroyed: then -ſhall he 
5 ing the ſong of Moſes, che ſervant of God, and 
the ſong of the Lamb.“ Then it will not be 
known; as to any of the effbcts of it, that death 
had ever any dominion over the ſubjects of _ | 
then will be accompliſhed that prophecy, in the 
fulleſt ſenſe, from whence our Apoſtle. appears io 
haye taken the thought; „O Death, I will be thy 
.# plagues; O Grave, Iwill be thy deſtruct ion 7” 
and then ſhall be booth: to paſs the ſaying that 
is written,” # death is ſwallowed up in victory T.“ 
5 hen, tboſe bodies which were ſown in corruption, 
will be raiſed in incorruption; thoſe that were : 
+ ſown in weakneſs,' will be raiſed” in power; and 
1 2 that were ſown natural e will be rated 


1 . W wy 1 ick Si. "on 
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oy ſpiritual bodies, Ia a word; theſe bete de 
will chen teſemoble che glorified body of eus our 

great head wad L bad,” according to the>dechara< 
ion of St. Paul: He ſhall change our vile body, 
_ thatzt may be falhioned-hke-untb his own "glorious | 


10 


according to the working whereby: he i is 


| 5 iN able t ſubdve all things unto himſelf . 


Concerning this glorious dactrine of the reſur- 
reQibng we may obſerve, that even nature herſeif 

gives us Tome faint do. of it, as is very juſtiyx 
bbſcrved by Minutius Felix, „All nature, for our 
c conſolation, ſeems to point out the doctrine of 
te the re ſurrettion zothe fun ſinls and xiſes again; 
ce the ſtars ſet, and agais return tlie flowers; he 


| Ef 5 plants, the trees drqop, and die; hut ahn the 


| Og ppt ne % 


> 


 *tbeatitedus Fpring returns, they return; to fie 


t again. The fects, wfuchateſown in the earth, 


E muſt firſt diſſolye before they ariſe; thus 
are our bodies depoſited in the grave dur! 


seng the winter of death, and await e 


0 ſpring : time of the reſurrection f.“ 


IH. Our third propoſition Was to conſider the 
bold andi animated perſoniſication and apoſtraphe 
of the Apoſtle: 22 G Deal. where oY . 0 


Grabe, where is thy victory?? 


The Apoſtle, you e wk a very ſublime 


_ figute; conſiders death and the grave 'as real 
N perſons, and thus, in a wy ts pe & N 
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3 5 natura meditetur: ſol demergit, & naſcitur.; aſtra ben - 


tur, & redeunt; flores occidunt, & reviviſcunt ; poll 5 8 


ſta föndeſcünt; ſemina non niſi corrupta revireſcunt. Ita 


corpus in ſepulchro, ut ar bores in hiberno, oecültant virorem 
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bee d 0 Dees, e. ery 
fote consider this; as the langua 


cious goſpel of Chriſt, ſaw this as the neceſſary 
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dof faith, as the y 


language of rs es ark and the 6 
Ine 


triumpf nn Hel e een 


1. This is the HitigrdblideboF: Faith) a Me. 1 


Fe kpeſtie believing, andembracing'the pre- 


and infeparable con ſequence. of it, that the Jaw 
was perfectly ſatisfied the ſin of man atoned for; 
aid death rendered harmieſs to the Chriſtian, 


jatitely "deſtroyed, at the reſurrection of the: quſt. 
Ia proportion to the ſtrength of his faith) will be 
the ſolidity of a believer's conſolations ; för place 
him in any fituation that ypu will; expoſe him to 
_ difficulties the moſt trying mw nature; let him be 
attacked by the ſnares proſperity 3 or let him 
feel the ſorrows of — icant Death, "the 
king of terrors, march up in hoſtile array againſt 3 
him, yet if his faith be ſtrong, he is not the ob⸗ 
et of pity, but rather of efteemandradmirarion; 
ii the heavieſt afflictions; his faĩth keeps him ſu- 
perior to all the external evils which preſs upon 
Him. May we all be enriched with this faith; 


and we ſhall then have wealth, in compariſon of - 


n 'kingdoms and empires are poor! 
2. It is the ny of ps rs 7 7 banks 
. unto God. 8 1 
i Inpomble to help, obſerving, that Ge 
thanks of the Apole are given to God through 


Jeſus Chriſt” There are ſome perſons in the 


hriſtias world, who invert this order, and in- 


_ Nead of preſenting their prayers and thankſgiv- 


ings to the Bache preſent them to Chriſt; and, 
inſtead of approaching the Father through his me- 
ergy intirely forget him under ages 
| 58 or, 


even when he is entering into his tefritories; and 


E 17 1 „ 
5 ſpe, whilt whey pray to him, they have no medi- 7 
ator. In the repreſentations of others, you ſome- | 
times hear it inſinuated, as if it was the interceſ- 
ſion of Chriſt that made the Father merciful, and 
that he was hardly prevailed upon to lay his fury 
by. This divinity we no where find in the New 
Teſtament, but quite the reverſe. God is every | 
| where repreſented in that ſacred volume, as the | 
fountain of love and mercy; here we are in- 
formed, that he was the firſt mover in our falva- _ 
tion, the firſt cauſe in ſending Chriſt ; according 
to the account of him, who dwelt in the boſom” 
of the Father, and who hath fully declared him. 
He ſays, God ſo loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten ſon, that whoſoever believeth in 
him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting life *, 
And we are taught by this great prophet of the 
Church, that our prayers and thankſgivings are to 
| be preſented unto the Father through him. Every 
real Chriſtian feels the warmeſt gratitude to the 
divine Redeemer; and whilſt he thinks of his be- 
loved name, he feels obligations to him, which 
neither years, nor ages, nor eternity itſelf can 
ever repay. He is willing to be an everlaſting 
debtor to the riches of his grace; and he con- 
cludes, chat his gratitude for that grace will be 
moſt acceptably expreſſed, by paying the moſt 
ſubmiſſive attention to his directions. He then 
directs us to pray to the Father in his name +,” This 
is the way of goſpel-worſhip, Through him, ſays 
the Apoſtle, we have an acceſs by one ſpitit unto 
the Father. To him therefore, through Chriſt, 
| mg moſt lively emotions of 1 will ile i in 
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vol. 


Very ſovl, who 1 any portion A pie 
who has obtained in any reſpect a victory over the 
fears of death, or who hopes to obtain a complete 


deliverance in che morning of the reſurre&tion. 

The bold addreſs of. the 8 17970 is the lan- 
guage of triumph. 

The celebrated, Mr. Lacke bs upon a poſe 


ſage, ſays, This has ſomething of the air of a 


«ſong of triumph, which St. Paul breaks into, 
cc upon a view of the ſaints' victory over death, 


« in a ſtate, wherein death is never to have place 
any" more.“ We now fing, and we ſometimes 
do it with a Kind of triumph, the praiſes of our 
Soc, the conqueſts of his grace, and the vic- 


tories which he has obtained over ſin and Satan: 
but we hope to do it, in a manner that we can 
have here no conception of, when we get the in- 


tire conqueſt of all our enemies; when we know 


more of the infinite debt of gratitude we are un- 
der to divine grace, than we can in this world; | 


when we are raiſed to the moſt exalted degrees of 


knowledge; and when, with immortal tongues, 


we ling, “ Worthy is the lamb that was ſlain, to 
«© receive power, and riches, and wiſdom, and 


ce ſtrength, and 7 8 o glory, "ny _ | 

es ſing f. - 2 
* Theſe obſervations are not the effect of imagi- 

nation ; ; they are ſupported by the Apoſtle in our 


tent; they are illuſtrated by many "concurring. 


ſcriptures and they are confirmed by the experi- 


ence, and teſtimony of a great Cloud of witneſſes, = 


by Chriſtians of all deſcriptions. Out of a great 


number of teſtimonies, 1 chall W only 
Gas 1.208 
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The firſt AMT which I ſhall mention, of 
"8 Chriſtian's victory over death, is in the perſon 
of the late excellent Dr. William Leechman; prin- 
- __  Cipal of the college of Glaſgow, who died about 
flour years ago. His biographer tells us, His 
Qiſorder took various turns, and once or twice 
+ flattered his friends, even his medical friends, 
with ſome flight hope of recovery. His own | 
a cb hopes, however, were very different from 
; c theirs; he knew that the time F his departure 
© 2as at hand; he ſaw death full before Rh. But 
„ dhe frightful ſpectre was diſarmed of all its 
© terrors. He beheld it not only without pain 
© and fear, not merely with a well-founded hope, 
but with the moſt perfect aſſurance that can be 
( conceived of enjoying a glorious immortality; 
an aſſurance founded, as he frequently declared, 
not upon the conſciouſneſs of any merit, or of 
any thing he had done to entitle. him to it; 
© but upon the goodneſs and grace of God, put 
beyond all doubt by Jeſus Chriſt? _.. 
Jo a friend who. came in, and ſtood by his 
a bed-ſide; he faid, with a venerable placid aſ- 
© pet, an animated eye, a diſtin, though feeble 
< articulation, . Mr. C „I am always 
e « happy to ſee you; particularly. ſo at pre- 
7 55 ec ſent. You ſee the ſituation I am in. I 
ce have not many days to live; and I am glad 
you haye had an opportunity of witneſſing "the 
ce tranquillity of my laſt moments. Bur it is not 
< tranquillity and compoſure alone; it is joy and 
© triumph-it is complete exultation.” His 
© features kindled, his voice roſe as he ſp poke, 
« And whence,” continued he, „“ does his ex- 
« ultation ſpring? From that book, ; point- 
© ing to a bible that lay on a a little table tha 
8 A by his bedſide, “from that hook, too 
GE N much 


kt 0 


ger“ 2a: Wee cke indeed, But which contains 
, jnvaluable treaſures! treaſures of joy and re- 
-«: Joicing; for it makes us certain, that this mor- 
re, tal mall put on inmoraly*,” 5 01-005 
At another time when Mrs. Leechman, obſerv- 
aug his haſtening diſſolution, ſaid to him—* You 
s ſeem, mydear, to be drawing near your journey 8 
te end: — So much the better,“ he replied, 
ert ſo much the better. Come, Lord Jeſus! 
„ come quickly.” — Then; after a ſhort pauſe, 
ce Into thy hands, O heavenly F ather, Feommit 
% my ſpirit?” Then he'added,' in a firmer," and 
mere elevated tone, O Death! where is thy - 
% ſting? O Grave! where is thy victory ? 
% Thanks be unto God, who giveth us me" 4: 3oÞ 
zce tory through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” | 
Ihe next inſtance, which 1 ſhall We! Hg I. 
berty co mention, is that of our departed ſiſter; 
not with a deſign of offering any vain incenſe to 
_ her memory, but ſolely to the honour of God's 
glorious grace, and for the comfort and encou- 
ragement of thoſe who are often mich |. boy 
| wich the fears of death. | 9 
This had been the ue of gent afMiftion and 
adit. as her in former ſcenes of life; but when 
the time of her departure drew nigh,” all dif- 
quietude entirely left her; all her fears were gone, 
all her evidences bright, Death was totally difarmed 
of his ſting, and the unclouded proſpect of eternal 
day ſhone before her. To an intimate friend, who 
aſked her a few days before her death, if ſue Was 
better; © Better,” ſhe replied; I do not with 
. to > be better. 1 want to be. e FR mon 


fro See the wat of Dr. 1e, N to his Sermons, 
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life, and wiſhing to continue a little longer 
_ «© with thoſe whom I tenderly love, I have ſinned 


ee be gone. Aan then be with Jeſus; andy 2 


| firiking proof how ſtrongly the truth of - our. 


herfelf in any thing that ſhe thought might be 
diſpleaſing to God. Than which; perhaps, no 
ſtronger proof can be given of the ſincerity of her 


& own; but to leave it EY wick God either 
elite or dea“ f, 507.213 | 


ſo every one Who knows, and feels, and loves 
that goſpel, will moſt heartily own ; yet however 


2 goſpel be. a dead faith, it never can yield thoſe 


100 21 1 5 ; : ; | | 


ae) among the redeemed of the Lord above 
</ ſhout, Grace, grace for ever! This is a very 


text was exemplified in her; for God had en | 
Hey the victory through Jeſus" Chriſt her Lord. 
In her private walk as à Chriſtian, our belovech 
friend was very exemplary; and ſuch was the 
cular tenderneſs. of her ſpirit in matters of 
e that ſhe would not, for the world, allow 


1 1 


profeſſion. One inſtance of this, and that a very 
ſtriking one, occurred in her laſt illneſs, and will, 

J preſume, not be unacceptable to you to hear: 
She then ſaid— “ 1 am afraid that in my defiring 


< againſt God; and I am now afraid that I no 
e leſs ſin in deſiring to depart. I wiſh therefore 
c to have no will—to have no choice of my 


Tou will therefore permit me from 52 ſub- 
ject, and from the illuſtrations of it, which have 
been given, to obſerve, that the only way to 
meet death with comfort, is to join an exemplary 
life to the faith of the goſpel. However glorious 
the doctrines of the goſpel are, and that they are 


glorious they are, if the faith you; profeſs i in that 


mighty conſolations in a dying hour, of which ' | 
we Dips e ſpeaking. Let me then urge it 


upon 


vpon you an, 8 1 in 
the Lord, to take continual heed, that your con- 


verſation be as becometh the goſpel., Spare your- 


_ felves chat remorſe and anguiſh, which the in- 
Adulgence of one fin will give you in your "WW 


moments. On the. contrary, let your health, 
your ſtrength, your talents, your lives, be de- 
voted with zeal to the ſervice of God ; ſo that 


when death draws nigh, you may then have the 


comfort to ſay with the Apoſtle, “ For our re- 


over to a miſery beyond deſl 


joieing is this, the teſtimony. of our conſciences, 
te that in ſimplicity, and godly ſincerity, not 


es with fleſhly wiſdom, but by the grace of God, 
ec we have had our converſation in the world*.” ”_ 


The view of death, which has been given, is 2 


P. alarming one to thoughtleſs ſinners, 
ſuch in time bethink themſelves. Death ll be 


an awful day to them. He is armed with his 
fatal ſting; the law of God, in the moſt tremen - 
dous tone ſending forth its thunders; to this, eter- 
nal judgment ſucceeds, which muſt deliver them 
P 100. ang = e 


«. ture without end.. | 
Great is the e ee 3 4 F 3 1 


Chriſtian may. derive from hence. You. have 
now heard in the inſtance of one who. had to 


firuggle with all the doubts and diſtreſſrs that 
you complain of, that ſhe got the better of them 


al, and the conqueſt over death. This was the 


1 of one whom you well knew, who had the 


ſame unbelieving fears to complain of that yo 


have, and who had the ſame diſtruſt about herſelf; 


yet 1885 1 1988 1 5 . all N e 


WF? 
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we and left behind her 2 holt n 0 


teſtimony to the faithfulneſs. and glory of her 
Lord. Surely the grace that was ſufficient for 
her, is alſo for you,—— 

How powerful muſt. thoſe: elne aa 


; how 2 en muſt that goſpel be, that affords ſuch _ 
ſupports in the greateſt extremities; ſupports, 
wich bear up when nature is ſinking, and heart 
and fleſh are failing; which ſtrengthen againſt al! 

former fears, and diſtreſſes! Theſe ſupports muſt 


be ſolid and ſubſtantial, 


_ 14680 conclude: as i it, is my ai. ſo, I dal 
| ſuaded, it is the wiſh of every ſerious perſon here, 
that this awful providence may be deeply imprefled - 


on your minds, my young friends. The loſs 
which you have ſuſtained, in being bereaved of 2 


mother ſo pious, ſo affectionate, and fo anxious, 

not only for your temporal, but your ſpiritual in- 
tereſts, is very great. I cannot help taking an 
intereſt in your welfare, and feeling a moſt tender 
ſolicitude for your happineſs. I hope that the 


example, the inſtructions. and the prayers of 


your dear mother will have a proper effect upon 


you; and that you will be prevailed upon now, in 
the morning of your days, to give up yourſelves 
unto 0 God; remembering chat EO _ 


A W . id in ak bud 
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| The trial, with which you, my dear friend and 

brother, have been viſited, is a very ſevere one: 
yet as your afflictions have abounded, I truſt your 


conſolations will abound alſo, On her account, 

you have every reaſon to rejoice; and if ſeparate 

ſpirits have- wy enn of the concerns of 
mortals 
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mortals, I think ſhe would ſs you in 
boeh language as tis, Weeß not for me my 
Warfare is accompliſhed, my iniquities are all 
« pardoned,” my victory is complete, and my 
te robes are waſhed; and made white in the blood 
„ of the Lamb. Here we fit under the full. 
« beams of the Son of Righteovſneſs; and the 
CLE Lamb, which is in the midſt of the throne doth 
ic feed vs, and lead us unto living fountains of - 
„water, and uato-rbat pure river of water of 
life, clear as, cryſtal, proceeding out of the 
«©rhrone of God; and of the Lamb. Go on in your 
great maſter's, work; your crown is brightening; 3 
« heavenly manfions are preparing for you; and 
* when your race is run, then we 'meetto- pa art 
no more, but to join together, with the whole 
«company of the redeemed of the Lord, in bud”. 
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